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Houston, Charles S., Bates, Robert H., 
and Members the Third American 
Karakoram Expedition 

K2; the Savage Mountain 
Maps and line drawings Clarence Doore. Illustrations 
from photographs taken Members the Expedition. 
McGraw-Hill. Dec. 27, 1954. 334p. $6.00. 
Mountaineering one the few pursuits which 
failure can accounted meritorious success. The 
record contained this book case point, for 
while the expedition lost one its members and did 
not reach the summit K2—second highest mountain 
the world—it withstood one the severest ordeals 
ever meted out climbing team, and survived with 
the will win still intact. the book went press 
news came through the successful ascent the 
mountain the Italian group under Professor Desio, 
and the gracious salute the losing team the vic- 
torious one the best tradition the mountaineer- 
ing spirit, and offers welcome contrast the recent 
unpleasantness Nanga Parbat. 


(sometimes designated Mount Godwin-Austin) 
dominates the Karakoram massif Pakistan, lying 
the north and bit west the Himalayas. Its summit 
pyramid rises 28,250 feet—less than 800 feet below 
Mount Everest—and several lives have been lost 
attempts scale it. the opinion some climbers 
more formidable peak than Everest itself. The 
present expedition, led the veteran American climber 
Dr. Houston who had headed the first American Ex- 
$25,000, limiting themselves climbing team eight 
picked experts who, without added oxygen, would 
their own porter work above 20,700 feet. Hunzas were 
used successfully instead Sherpas pack goods 
the lower camps. Unlike the southern approach 
Everest, requires skill rock climbing well 
snow and ice; campsites are too small and too far apart 
permit large parties; and the constant danger from 
falling rock dislodged climbers such that while 
one team climbing, the rest have remain immobile 
protect themselves. other words, the nature 
the job calls for small team. 


25,500 feet (Camp VIII) all eight men were ready 
for summit bid when monsoon storm struck and 
raged for nine consecutive days, the 80-mile-an-hour 
blizzard threatening rip the tents and their 
off the narrow, slanting ledge into the void below. 
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Then one member the party, Art Gilkey, suffered 
blood clot the leg. His comrades would not leave 
him, yet food and fuel were running low and Gilkey 
could not live this height much longer; they hardly 
had strength climb down the teeth the storm 
themselves, let alone carry companion 9,000 feet 
Base Camp. Incredible sounds, these men did im- 
provise stretcher for Gilkey and, the freezing cold 
and darkness began improvising new route down the 
mountain. Then came what all dreaded: accident. 
One man slipped; then they all fell headlong down 
the slope—except Pete Schoening, who with great speed 
and skill, belayed them (he held six men) and hung 
the rope despite freezing hands until one the 
party recovered himself and came his relief. 
had held Gilkey and the stretcher, but when they went 
find Gilkey they were horrified see—nothing. 
The stretcher and its occupant were never seen again, 
although they had heard Gilkey calling through the 
darkness above the wind. Stunned this loss, close 
exhaustion and situated pitch that would have 
been dangerous even calm weather, they somehow 
managed reach Base Camp alive, their chief worry 
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being George Bell’s frozen feet. Black gangrene had 
set in, and was ultimately lucky get away with 
the loss toe two. 


The critic who would point flaws organization 
ferret out mistaken decisions forestalled the candor 
the narrators: they themselves tell the shortage 
matches, the wasteful use fuel, the omission 
water filter from the supplies, the failure use prac- 
tice climbs means acclimatization, and other 
flaws. Yet the failure reach the summit was due 
none these: this was due combination two 
things, namely the weather, one the basic incal- 
culables all climbing, and especially high altitude 
climbing; and the unpredictable and extremely unusual 
(at that altitude) thrombophlebitis that struck Art 
Gilkey. 

The photographs (some color) are very good, are 
the line drawings and maps; there index, and 
appendices giving details equipment, food, medical 
problems, finances and transport. The book recom- 
mended all classes readers both gripping ad- 
venture story, and inspirational example what 
the human spirit can achieve under stress terms 
endurance, sacrifice and unselfishness. 


Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Institute 
Languages and Linguistics Library, 

Washington 


Tiira, Ensio Raft Despair 
Dutton. Jan. 10, 1955. 200p. $3.00. 

three o’clock the morning February 23, 1953, 
Fred Ericsson and Ensio Tiira slipped quietly over the 
side the ship Skaubryn, out Oran Algeria bound 
for Saigon Indo-China. Both men were members 
the French Foreign Legion, both determined desert 
betore reaching Saigon, for Saigon was war, and the 
Legionaires did not desert under fire. The escape was 
not too carefully planned, but there was actually little 
need plan. For the coast Sumatra lay just over 
the horizon, and there was little chance trouble 
the Straits Malacca. raft was dropped the men 
friendly sailors, and they were safely away before 
the Skaubryn circled back look for them. They had 
drink wine celebrate their escape, and took 
paddles row over that horizon the coast, free- 
dom, life. 


little breeze sprang up. Not very interesting except 
that was blowing them slightly north and east. They 
were not too worried when they failed sight land, 
but the following night they knew they were 
trouble. They had more wine, only few drops 
water, and just few crumbs food. Thirty-two days 
after their furtive slipping over the side the Skaubryn, 
the emaciated body Ensio Tiira was carefully lifted 
from the raft and carried aboard the Alendi Hill bound 
for Singapore. weighed fifty pounds. was the 
lucky one. Ericsson was gone. And one the most 
terrible sagas the sea had come end. 


Raft Despair the story that disastrous flight from 
the French Foreign Legion. starts the deck 
the Skaubryn and ends the hospital Singapore. 


Best 


many ways the most awful story the 
printed many years, but Ensio Tiira, the author who 
survived the trip, manages make even this story 
little dull. And think that took some talent. 


obvious from the start that nobody was keeping 
journal the voyage. something less than con- 
vincing, therefore, find Tiira reporting conversations 
that took place many months ago. And has the 
happy facility interrupting good line narrative 
with reflections and flashbacks that pretty well kill any 
interest you might have worked up. 


there any real virtue the narrative, 
the few touches extremely raw realism that come 
through. When Ericsson dies, Tiira left with 
corpse that slowly decays under the hot sun, and the 
fish begin gather about the body. the sharks 
become excited, until Tiira realizes that his pledge 
Ericsson must fall before greater considerations. There 
is, too, most convincing narrative their first few 
days sea, with all the hopes and heartaches they 
lived through. 


The book probably will make best-seller lists; 
not done well enough for that. But interesting 
story, and the narration not despicable. Because 
does add one tiny grain knowledge our store 
information the sea, book that was worth 
reading. And this era jolly travelers who set out 
sea rafts and get fat thereby, perhaps worth 
reading book where the author dwindled shadow. 


Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—DECEMBER 
SELECTION 


Murchie, Guy Song the Sky 
Houghton, Mifflin. Dec. 1954. 438p. $5.00. 


This survey flight rarity among works tech- 
nical subjects for can guaranteed hold the 
interest almost any type reader. the frame 
work flight early C-54 from Newfoundland 
Scotland the author has developed world-view 
everything that associated with aviation. 


Meterology, oceanography, astronomy, history, politics, 
physiology, chemistry, and countless others are among 
the fields ranged through bringing the reader 
broad view modern air travel. The author 
reflective and well-read person, one those whom 
mere experience illuminated through consciousness 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 


Love Eternal (1) Stone 
Katherine (IIb) Seton 

View from Pompey’s Head (IIb) Basso 
Soldier Fortune (IIb) Gann 

Not Stranger Thompson 
Time for Sergeants (Ila) Hyman 
Mary Anne (IIb) Maurier 
The Fall Titan (IIb) Gouzenko 
The Royal Box (Ila) Keyes 
Good Morning, Miss Dove Patton 


The Power Positive Thinking (IIb) Peale 
Cry Tomorrow (IIb) Roth 
Sandburg 
Willoughby 
Costain 


Abraham Lincoln (Ila) 
MacArthur: 1941-51 
The White and the Gold (I) 


man history and man the universe. Besides 
this has the gift varied literary style, from the 
starkly factual the poetic, together with taste that 
determines the form the content perfectly. 


Little the material Song the Sky original; 
could not for draws from many sources. Not 
all the author’s reflections can unreservedly ap- 
proved, where they tend pantheism. But the 
refreshing thing that what could narrowly 
technical popularization there much wisdom 
and much thought. For the upper teens and all 
adults, remarkably fascinating and worthwhile book. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Clift, Denison White Terror the Atlantic 
Stackpole. Nov. 22, 1954. 187p. $3.50. 

man whose father, later lost, had tossed him safety 
from the sinking Titanic, grew with hatred ice- 
After service the Navy during the last war 
demolition expert, procures commission the 
Coast Guard for the express purpose serving 
the International Ice Patrol. his first season patrol 


Shortly, joined persons from Air Transport 
Command plane which crashes the berg rescue 
attempt. One the persons beautiful woman. 


the berg drifts south, romance, not prospects 
survival, ripens. But after struggles, all are, presum- 
ably, saved the last moment. 


Some few technical errors appear the development 
this narrative but futile carp such flaws 
work that has many outstanding defects writing. 
The publishers assure that the author successful 
Movie writer and that White Terror destined for the 
screen. it. But while there may place for 
grade movie, there excuse for dumping the 
scenario into the market novel—especially one that 
trashy stylistically, with characterization discern- 
ible and story development whatsoever. 


Clift Tickell 


177 


For those who must read it, adults only because the 
somewhat adolescent sex approach. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Tickell, Jerrard The Hero Saint Roger 
Doubleday. Dec. 1954. 247p. $3.50. 


Mr. Tickell has been partially successful difficult 
enterprise; The Hero Saint Roger has taken 
two themes, which have often been used both indi- 
vidually and combination, and has blended them 
together fairly interesting story. 


The island Saint Roger impoverished because 
has lost its tourist trade. The prefect, Jules Latour, 
hits upon the idea bringing the island, amid much 
publicity, the supposed body native hero killed 
Europe during the war. Latour actually believes the 
man have drowned while fleeing from justice but 
unhesitatingly plans for very stately progress for the 
coffin, which accompanied the dead man’s 
beautiful fiancée, girl who reality has never laid 
eyes the departed hero. The strange affair has some 
notable consequences—the empty coffin becomes sym- 
bol all those who did die bravely; the young lady 
matures through her understanding some great 
human truths that fight their way through falsehood; 
even the hero Saint Roger, not actually lying the 
coffin but languishing the prison neighboring 
island, manages moment heroism, and conse- 
quently hanged just time benefit the funeral 
service and the prayers which are offered for him 
many miles away. 


Mr. Tickell’s main theme the unforeseen subservience 
man’s chicanery splendid idealism and the 
ennobling human hearts; this theme has handled 
rather well, but could have made much more it, 
could have exploited much more fully the strangeness 
human growth which often accomplished de- 
vious and even inexplicable ways. The novel’s love 
interest, embodied romance between the young 
lady and the first officer the ship which she sails, 
was probably meant deepen the reader’s awareness 
the growth human soul, but the love story 
patent and And the various other characters who 
change under the influence the hero’s funeral are 
not made vivid enough awaken the great interest 
that their reactions should have. 


The second theme, that young lady suddenly 
rocketed undeserved fame, poorly developed. 
There are the usual international rivalries, the radio 
commentators with their exaggerated national char- 
acteristics, the weird American antics occasion 
that should solemn—in other words, this theme 
worked out without any originality the part the 
author. 


Mr. Tickell’s novel has many faults, but pleasant 
book, with occasional outcroppings real humor and 
some entertaining people. Those who want brief, 
light novel, sophisticated reading that has serious 
undertone, will probably enjoy The Hero Saint Roger; 
they may, however, experience sense frustration 
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178 Priestley Marx Strange 


because the author has failed what might well 
have done with the material hand. 


William Hill, S.J., 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Priestley, The Other Place 


Harper. Jan. 1955. 265p. $3.00. 

Priestley has put together The Other Place nine 
short stories which have common theme—unusual 
psychological experience, characterized mental escape 
from the ordinary limitations life. some instances 
the escape from the limitation time, others from 
the limitation which convention and habit impose upon 
perception. only one there intrusion what 
commonly called the occult, the use mysterious 
powers and devices for projection into another realm; 
one, “Uncle Phil TV,” sheer fun. 


The device mental transcendance limits in- 
allows but few variations. Early the course these 
stories one gets the impression invention worn thin. 
Though there only one instance actual repetition 
the book—“The Leadington Incident” repeats much 
tably sameness about the stories. The last story 
differs somewhat from the others; has limp plot 
patently used means pointing moral; the 
didactic purpose may laudable but poorly im- 
plemented. 


About the book general there unity tone, 
though Mr. Priestley wanted convey one dominant 
impression—that our lives are too gray and valueless, 
and that could get outside ourselves for 
minute should revolted and, perhaps, reformed. 
The idea peculiarly Chestertonian, but the language 
lacks Chestertonian brilliance. The technique simi- 
lar that Daphne Maurier, but Priestley lacks 
Miss Maurier’s gift for creating atmosphere. 


All all, these stories are light, enjoyable, but not 


impressive. 
William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Marx, Arthur Life With Groucho 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 1954. 310p. $3.50. 

One the oddest inmates the Hollywood zoo 
Groucho Marx. Take from his son, Arthur, who 
should know. giving his father’s life story the 
son has much 
give the public view talented comedian who was 
personally trial for his family, who was often insuf- 
ferably rude his behavior (the result very real 
inferiority complex), and who has far more material 
security than most Americans will ever have yet 
obsessed with driving fear poverty. doubt 
about it, wierd one anyone’s standards. 


One five sons—Leonard (Chico), Arthur (Harpo), 
Milton (Gummo), Herbert (Zeppo) and Julius (Grou- 
cho)—born immigrant couple, Sam and Minnie 
Marx, Groucho grew New York City. was 
the now-famous Minnie who launched them into show 


business. Beginning with their struggles vaudeville 
and telling their eventual success legit and movies, 
followed their breakup, Arthur concentrates 
father’s career. Surprisingly frank and objective 
does not minimize Groucho’s faults nor does ag. 
grandize his accomplishments. very interesting 
portrait paints complex and talented human 
being. giving the reader such unique view this 
famous man achieves what often eludes biographers: 
full-bodied personality one knows intimately. 


Groucho’s inferiority complex once his greatest 
enemy and his biggest money-maker. very little 
formal education, voracious reader effort 
make for the acute lack feels exists his life. 
The result that extremely well-informed but 
witted fellow, much his humor rooted the 
astating wisecrack. master the incongruous. 
Intuitively and perceptively discerns strange juxta- 
positions ideas and contexts and can join them with 
storehouse old jokes. this same wit which 
leads him insult people prominence. Fortunately 
they are too polite object. And for his fear 
poverty, springs from his childhood. (Were one 
tell Groucho can’t take with him, Groucho would 
likely reply that “he isn’t 


What his first wife—Arthur’s mother— went through 
the years their marriage tribute under- 
standing and compassionate woman. The son tells 
numerous occasions when Groucho’s wit was weapon 
for insult and embarrassment. Most people laughed 
off manifestation Marxian humor; what else 
could they do? 


The details Marx’s life are here laid bare. There are 
also the interesting revelations the technical side 
show business. All all, makes strange and 
thought-provoking biography. Arthur wanted 
pillory his father has certainly succeeded with subtle 
skill giving this “affectionate portrait.” 


John Coppinger, 
Operations Research Office, 
Johns Hopkins University, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Strange, John Stephen Catch the Gold Ring 
Doubleday. Jan. 1955. 223p. $3.50. 


Seven years had elapsed since Robert Magritte’s death 
the hands the Gestapo. During that time his 
brother, Henri, nourished his heart hatred which 
drove him away from his family and friends into the 
disillusioning retreat cynicism. But contributed 
nothing toward bringing any trace the informer 
who had betrayed the dead man. Actually, had Henri 
not been blinded passionate love, would have 
learned the significance the lucky gold ring worn 
Marcelle Duvernoy, who had been his mistress during 
the days the Resistance. 


enter upon the scene the summer 1952 
Commissaire Genét the Paris police, and personal 
friend the Magritte family, comes upon clue during 
some routine detective work. This leads him 
number individuals who had worked collaborators 
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with the enemy during the occupation. While some 
them freely admitted their participation and wept 
they confessed how they had been led serve the 
enemy, none would admit further knowledge the 
Gestapo agent than the voice the telephone 
man known them “Albert.” the discovery 
the phone number Genét and the finding 
photograph Henri the suspected individual ulti- 
mately apprehended. 


While this search going on, Marcelle, who had pre- 
viously broken off from Henri and married wealthy 
American banker, returns plague her former lover’s 
tortured soul. During clandestine rendezvous she 
leaves Henri with the impression that she will desert 
her husband and run away with him. However, Al- 
bert’s capture, and the arrest the person who had put 
the finger Robert for him, destroys Henri’s dream 
this reunion and the same time forestalls his plot 
murder. Better left unsaid who the guilty party is. 


Catch the Gold Ring has’ all the ingredients top 
notch mystery and suspense with some new and inter- 
esting characterizations. The confessions some 
the collaborators how they had been tricked duped 
into their role reveals some amazing insights into 
people living under the heel enemy power, and 
offers novel approach for the adventure fans. Addi- 
tionally, the people whom the author writes and the 
scenes which describes are surely handled and re- 
veal intimate familiarity. Morally, this fine novel 
suffers from serious lapse. While Henri does finally 
repent his murderous desire, the casual acceptance 
his affair with Marcelle, both before and after her 
marriage, serious flaw. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
Riverdale 71, New York 


Remy The Messenger 
Translated from the French Viola Gerard Garvin. New- 
man. Nov. 23, 1954. 199p. $2.50. 

evidenced the press, the Church during the last 
thirty years has suffered much the land behind the 
Iron Curtain and its suffering certainly not the 
decrease. Yet, very few realize just what this pain 
means those who are exposed the tyranny the 
Reds. Remy, former key member the French 
Resistance, considered today through his other works 
the authentic historian the French Underground, 
was well prepared tell the story the excruciating 
pains and the anguish young priest who goes 
the land the Reds administer his priestly duties. 


Gerard, about ordained, asks priest who has 
just returned from the land “yonder” ever felt 
afraid. Yes, such was the case and the priest adds 
believe that was always afraid. However, man 
listens his fears, paralyzes him even involves 
him unreasonable actions.” even points out 
that there were times when was tempted escape. 
However, after due consideration the part Gerard, 
this picture does not deter him and the newly conse- 
crated priest, “the Messenger,” Christ, goes ,behind 
the Iron Curtain. 


Remy Gross 179 


Soon after his arrival captured Hungary and 
thus unable reach his final destination. ex- 
periences the fear, the anguish, and even the tempta- 
tion which had been pointed out him prior his 
ordination. hears the words “Bring the accused.” 
understands the meaning the words “We have 
our disposal every mean compel you give 
the answer require.” The story moves swiftly and 
the climax reached when the man who had arrested 
him, priest who had fallen the temptation 
“escape,” through the example Gerard returns 
the community Christ freeing the “Messenger” 
the middle the night. The book closes with the 
one who had freed Gerard saying the commissar: 
“The man who opened eyes said me, when 
believed had him power: will pray for you.’ 
his example that wish follow.” 


There sentimentality within this story. the 
psychological analysis young priest exposed 
temptations unknown but who through prayer 
and deep faith his mission overcomes them. The 
story beautifully told that one wonders the 
author one his friends was not the “Messenger.” 
The book brings mind the early persecutions the 
Church. should have appeal because vivid 
tale daily event. 


The translator did excellent job recreating 
English the flavor and the spirit the original. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, 


Gross, Feliks Foreign Policy Analysis 
Philosophical Library. Oct. 24, 1954. 179p. $3.75. 


Much has been written about foreign 
foreign policy, British foreign policy, Russian foreign 
policy. But there very little agreement about what 
meant foreign policy; rather elusive con- 
cept. Feliks Gross convinced that there method 
which can applied the analysis foreign policy. 
Accordingly endeavors apply sociological norms 
the study foreign policy. Behind foreign policy 
discovers certain fundamental principles. 


his opinion that one can take scientific approach 
foreign policy. First one seeks the facts underlying 
foreign relations but then selection must made 
among these facts. The selection made according 
some pre-existing value. One should willing ad- 
mit casual connection between the facts.* analysis 
can attempted without reference the principle 
cause and effect. 


Because the terminology international relations 
subject confusion the author has revealing chapter 
semantics. carefully distinguishes the foreign 
policy nation from the foreign policies the same 
nation. defines the meaning interests, objectives, 
policies, commitments, these terms are employed 
statesmen. 


devotes illuminating chapter ideology and 
objectives. For him “there foreign policy without 
ideology; more, there are men without ideol- 
ogies.” Every group people, every nation has cer- 


180 Kilman Lott 


tain general world-outlook, what the Germans call 
Weltanschauung, and this has its effect upon foreign 
policy. gives judicious examples how nations 
differ their world-outlook, how groups within nations 
differ. sharp contrast exists between the “realists” 
and the between those who advocate bal- 
ance power and those who take legalistic-moralistic 
approach world affairs. His ideas philosophy 
international relations are especially commendable. 


any consideration foreign policy, regard must 
had for the following factors: geographical; eco- 
nomic; demographic; military); socio-political; 
cuitural and social-physiological; leadership and 
diplomacy. Certain schools foreign policy empha- 
sizes one the other these factors; but Gross insists 
that all factors must prudently evaluated. 


Many who criticize American foreign policy those 
who say that the United States has foreign policy 
not realize the difficulty establishing foreign policy. 
The Brookings Institution has devised method 
policy formulation which calls the “problem paper” 
approach, but which Gross would prefer style 
“alternative approach.” gives examples two, 
among many, problems which have confronted our 
statesmen; and the reader will soon understand how 
propose correct solutions these prob- 
ems. 


makes several shrewd comments Soviet foreign 
policy. The value moral principles international 
relations recognizes, for writes that “the separa- 
tion politics from moral goals mankind dan- 
gerous proposition, proposition which sooner later 
leads conflicts.” This not book for everyone be- 
cause written sociological jargon which will 
make some readers unhappy. But for anyone con- 
cerned with foreign policy and international relations 
will invaluable much for its information for 


its analysis. 
Harry Koenig, Ph.D., 
St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 
Mundelein, 


Kilman, and Wright, Theon 
Hugh Roy Cullen: Story American 
Opportunity 
Prentice-Hall. Nov. 29, 1954. 376p. $4.00. 
This reviewer was fascinated the beginning this 
book, but soon found himself laboring hard wade 
through it. laden with clichés and repetitious 
thought the “gooiest” nature. When dealing with 
Cullen’s political activities and philosophies, de- 
velops into tirade against the New Deal and Fair Deal 
worthy the eminent Westbrook. 


The fact that Hugh Roy Cullen rose from modest cir- 
cumstances, honorable methods, become one 
the richest men the nation, and then decided use 
his money—during his own lifetime—for the benefit 
his fellow men certainly merits for him the accolade 
greatness. When multi-millionaire has the sense and 
courage give away 93% his fortune charity and 
for educational purposes, certainly worthy com- 
mendation all. Those parts the book dealing with 
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the amount money has given away and the man- 
ner which has bestowed makes worthwhile 
reading. 


His political activities, however, seem patterned 
after the comic strip character, “General 
One soon gets the feeling that what Hugh Roy Cullen 
decides good for the country good for the country, 
The fact that Mr. Cullen donates considerable money 
the campaign funds his chosen Congressional can- 
didates throughout the entire country looked upon 
his biographers outstanding service the 
country, but when the late Senator Taft attempted 
secure the votes the Texas delegation the 1952 
election his organization seen “extending its long 
arm from the East into Texas.” 


the whole, though, the book rather good, but 
could not help feeling that would considerably 
better were less verbose and didactic. 


Edward Bartley, 


University Scranton 


Lott, Milton The Last Hunt 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 1954. 399p. $3.95. 


The twenty-fifth Literary Fellowship Award seems 
this reader have been deservedly granted Milton 
Lott for what exceptionally convincing contribu- 
tion Americana. What the novel lacks organiza- 
tion, more than makes for recreating signifi- 
cant period the history the Western 
this episodic novel, mostly because the 
nature the story which Mr. Lott has set himself 
tell. The last feckless years the slaughter the 
buffalo, which reduced the millions the herds 
few scattered survivors and left them almost extinct, 
and which, the same time, dealt death blow the 
Indians who had depended the buffalo for food and 
hides, are years senseless shame now retrospect. 
Mr. Lott’s task remind that shameful 
period and accomplishes his task with rueful com- 
passion for the and the slain. 


The main currents this story center upon the buffalo- 
hunter turned hide-collector, Sandy MacKenzie, and 
upon two the men who join him his first ex- 
pedition kill for profit, for the skins that are 
made into robes and leathers, leaving the meat rot 
upon the plains, where whole herds hundreds 
beasts were shot day, day after day during the 
summers the early 1880’s. The two are Charley 
Gilson, young hot-head remarkably handy with 
rifle revolver; and Jimmy, part Indian part white- 
man, who hires out Sandy skinner. There 
are others who are characterized individuals: the 
driver-cook-skinner with wooden leg and wry sense 
humor, Woodfoot; the nameless squaw who 
vived one Charley’s vengeful murders band 
Indians; the faro-hall girl, Letty, with whom Jimmy 
fell love; the hermit-farmer, Joe Parson. The lives 
all are interwoven, and the separate threads are, 
eventually, followed each its with Sandy 
promised peaceful old age with the Indian squaw 
had helped escane from Charley; and Jimmy pre- 
sumably winning his Letty from the jealous ward 
Thimmes, the But Charley dies after 


JANUAR 


killing 
having 
after 
escape 


But the 
the 
the 
witness 
scenes 

per 
readers 
part 
under 

remem 


Menni 


Sterling 


Here 
previou 
auth 
form. 


Despite 
much 
readers 
sented 
ranging 
probler 


Dr. 
ters 
much 


The 
the 
petting 
partner 
app 
headed 


There 

this 
out 
would 

cepts 
sion 
pilatior 
Such 
then 


Despite 
into 
good 


ELLERS 


terned 
upon 
the 
ted 
1952 
long 


but 
erably 


Hunt 


Ailton 
aniza- 
ignifi- 
the 
elf 
the 
toa 
the 
and 
spect. 
meful 
com- 


rot 
the 
arley 
ith 
the 
sense 
band 
mmy 
lives 
andy 
quaw 
pre- 


after 


January 15, 1955 


killing his last buffalo heavy snowstorm, after 
having killed Woodfoot mistake for wolf, and 
after almost killing Sandy for his part abetting the 
escape the squaw. 


But the main current the story simply the slaughter 
the buffalo—a greedy, indiscriminate slaughter. And 
the great plains and mountain foothills are the mute 
witness the massacre. pity that one two 
scenes are either too gruesome too luridly detailed 
permit general recommendation; but for adult 
readers who appreciate honest effort recreate 
part our recent past, historical novel than can 
reckoned well above the usual fare that passes 
under such classification, this book will long- 


remembered experience. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Menninger, William, M.D. 
How Successful Teen-Ager 
Sterling. Nov. 16, 1954. 256p. $2.95. 


Here one volume collection eight articles 
previously published separate booklets. Each the 
eight sections was written different author set 
authors, and many have been read before booklet 
form. 


Despite the fact that this effect reissue, there 
much commend both adolescent and older 
readers. thoughtfully written and well pre- 
sented work the whole business adolescence, 
ranging from understanding oneself, through 
learning live with parents, making friends, solving 
problems and the whole question sex, courtship and 
marriage. 


Dr. Menninger does excellent job the subject 
understanding oneself. writes about technical mat- 
ters easy, non-technical manner, and there 
much for the reader learn here. 


The section understanding sex Kirkendall 
excellent. clear, precise and easily understandable 
language skillfully treats the question sex from 
the beginning adolescent sex awakening through 
petting, premarital sex relations and the choice 
partner. preaching exhortation used, 
appeal fear threats, just wholesome, level- 
headed discussion most important aspect the 
adolescent development. 


There little reference the role religion 
the Church the book, and this reviewer considers 
this deficiency serious one. time there held 
out the developing youngster any hope help 
strength religious beliefs and values. The book 
would stronger and better developed were such con- 
cepts integrated the body the work. This omis- 
sion may largely due the fact that com- 
the works many different authors. 
Such compilations generally lack unifying principle 
theme, and this exception. 


Despite this limitation this book well worth putting 
into the hands intelligent adolescent. also 
good reading matter for the parent adult who may 
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wish review his own mind some the problems 
and questions his young children and friends. 


John Baldi, 

Chairman, 

Department Social Sciences, 
University Scranton 


Morris, Eugene Counseling with Young People 
Association Press. Dec. 27, 1954. 144p. $3.00. 

One the greatest difficulties for the volunteer group 
leader find simple explanation individual and 
group dynamics and discussion counseling tech- 
niques. Most books counseling are written for the 
professional person and hence are frequently beyond 
the volunteer worker. 


This book represents real contribution the art 
counseling relates young people. The language 
simple, the ideas are clearly presented and the style 
interesting. 


The material covers the physical, intellectual, emo- 
tional and spiritual needs youngsters most com- 
mendable fashion. The reader cautioned 
aware his own limitations and not attempt therapy 
beyond his capacities. addition, several interviews 
are analyzed from the viewpoint the dynamics, 
meaning and results the counselor’s activities. 


reading over this book one struck with the careful 
use casework methods which have been tailored for 
use volunteers. The role the youth, the coun- 
selor, the youth’s parents, and the ethical implications 
counseling are all adequately covered. 


Here excellent book for volunteers various: 
settings. can used avail any person 
working relationship with children, can con- 
ceivably lead better understanding the child and 
his problems. 


John Baldi, 

Chairman, 

Department Social Sciences, 
University Scranton 


Pocket Print 
The Pocket Book Nash, (Pocketbooks, C-158, 


$0.35), will good news almost everyone; for those 
who have not been aware Mr. Nash, Louis Unter- 
meyer hand with introduction. This not the 
“Compleat Nash” any means, but satisfactorily 
generous sampling whole lot better than the subtitle 
“The Golden Trashery Ogden Nashery” might sug- 
gest. (I) The Lincoln Reader, edited Paul 
Angle, (Pocketbooks, GC-23, $0.50), was first published 
Rutgers University Press and welcome addition 
and about the Great Emancipator, 588 pages text 
supplemented bibliography and index. (I) James 
Thurber and White collaborated back the early 
Thirties safe, sane and satiric treatment “the 
facts life” which still funny and philosophic: Sex 
Necessary? (Dell Book No. 820, $0.25) (IIa) ... Dell 


also provides sure-to-sell handbook former con- 
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sultant medicine the Mayo Clinic, Dr. Walter 
Alvarez, How Help Your Doctor Help You, (D-146, 
$0.35). Advice and non-technical discussion 
somnia, digestive difficulties, allergies, blood pressure, 
heart disease, arthritis, ulcers, headaches, gallstones, 
etc. The number paperback novels recently 
added the lists includes Golden Admiral Van 
Wyck Mason, which fits its fiction the pattern 
transatlantic adventures Sir Francis Drake, licensed 
pirate and sailor. Mr. Mason expert this sort 
thing and the tale rowser. (Pocketbooks, C-165, 
$0.35; Lincoln McKeever, Eleazar Lipsky, 
was Literary Guild selection for December 1953; Mr. 
Lipsky expert law, and has done some excellent 
short stories about lawyers; this bit unwieldy for 
him, first effort the long-story medium. 
(Pocketbooks, C-110, $0.35; IIb) Pearl Buck 
moves her locale for Come Beloved from China 
India tell missionary education and educational 
missions and the three generations the MacArd 
family. Best Sellers rated IIb when first published 
August You Shall Know Them strange 
novel Vercors which was choice Book the 
Month Club June 1953, which time rated 
IIb. not every one’s dish tea and probably will 
not sell widely. No. 1038, 
The Magnificent Bastards, Lucy Herndon Crockett, 
about what you would expect woman writing 
about women and Marines; lot sentimental maun- 
dering about sex and satisfaction and not worth any- 
one’s leisure. (Dell, D-145, Life for 


Life translation Horst Fanger’s run-of-under- 


ground story about German veteran leaving his safety 
the Western Zone capture sadistic former 
prison-commander beyond the iron curtaining the East- 
ern one; its value lies chiefly its between-lines reflec- 


(Ballantine Book No. 92, 


tion German attitudes. 


$0.35; IIb). 


Science Fiction represented collection ten 
shorties various practitioners this special space- 
ahoy and tomorrow-belay stuff. Represented are Kersh, 
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Matheson, Asimov, Bradbury, Clarke, del Ray, Chad 
Oliver, Dick, Vance and Williamson. Addicts note 
title: Star Science Fiction Stories No. others note 
some this “science fiction” serves excuse for 
near-pornography. (Ballantine Book No. 96; III). 


Three good mysteries and one miserable imitation are 
among the newcomers the racks: The Golden Violet 
Joseph Shearing choice mixture mystery with 
literacy and murder with atmosphere and 
(Dell, No. 818, $0.25; The Amazing Adventures 
Father Brown contains only ten the many adven- 
tures Chesterton put this engaging “detective” 
through but they all prove hardy perennials), (Dell, 
No. 819, $0.25; I); and Rogue Cop, William 
Giver, while rough and tough and commercial, good 
plotting, strong characterization, (Pocketbooks, No. 
1030, $0.25; Only Poisons Unknown Frank 
Kane shoddy, amateurish sensationalism imitation 
Shayne and such “private ops” and makes only 
dull, odorous thud, after being exhumed from 1943, 
(Dell, No. 822, $0.25; 


Two good Westerns, both reprinted from first 
tion dates 1938-1939, are new the paperbacks: 
Riders Buck River, William McLeod Raine, being 
the best bet the two and telling about shootin’ feudin’ 
between the big ranchers and the little ranchers down 
Texas way, (Dell, No. 821, $0.25; I); Peter Field’s 
Outlaws Eagle’s Nest being tougher-talking and more 
given violent hand-to-hand wrassling. (Pocketbooks, 


No. 1035; $0.25; IIa). 


Strangest the newcomers The Mad Reader 
buted one Harvey Kurtzman and supposedly satire 
the malific “comic books”; whatever is, heavy- 
handed and often succeeds only becoming ob- 
jectionable its objectives; might relished 
semi-morons for its half-wit humors; but, the other 
comics, perhaps Kurtzman is. (Ballantine, 


No. 93, $0.35; IIb). 
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